
THE THIRD REGULAR MEETING OF THE THIRTY-EIGTH COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BERKLEY, 
MICHIGAN WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:00 PM ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2019 BY MAYOR 
PRO TEM DEAN 
 
PRESENT: Steve Baker  Jack Blanchard                  
  Dennis Hennen         Bridget Dean       
  Eileen Steadman Ross Gavin        
  Daniel Terbrack (arrived at 7:29 p.m.) 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Councilmember Gavin moved to approve the Agenda  
Seconded by Councilmember Baker 
Ayes: Blanchard, Gavin, Hennen, Price, Baker, and Dean 
Nays: None 
Absent: Terbrack 
Motion Approved. 
 
INVOCATION Pastor Zack Dunlap 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 
No one was present who wished to speak  
 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
Councilmember Blanchard moved to approve the following Consent Agenda, seconded by 
Councilmember Hennen 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:  Matter of approving the minutes of the 38th City Council meeting 
on Monday, December 2, 2019. 

 
WARRANT:  Matter of approving Warrant No. 1345 

 
ORDINANCE NO. O-14-19:  Matter of considering the Second Reading and Adoption of a Zoning 
Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Berkley, Michigan to Amend Sections 138-363, 138-387, 
138-417, 138-427, 138-442, 138-457, 138-472, 138-487 and Add New Section 138-528 to Chapter 
138 Zoning, to Establish Zoning Requirements for Marihuana Businesses. (Full copy of this 
ordinance is posted for 10 days at the Berkley City Hall, Library, and Community Center.) 

 
RESOLUTION R-42-19:  Matter of adopting a resolution honoring the 60th Anniversary of the 
founding of Berkley/Huntington Woods Youth Assistance.  
 
Ayes: Gavin, Hennen, Price, Baker, Blanchard, and Dean 
Nays: None 
Absent: Terbrack 
Motion Approved. 
 
 
Regular Agenda 

 
RECOGNITIONS/PRESENTATIONS:  Matter of any recognitions or presentations from the Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Councilmember Blanchard read Resolution R-42-19 in its entirety.  Berkley/Huntington Woods Youth 
Assistance Board Chair Pete Kelly was in attendance to accept the resolution along with five of the 



group’s members. A round of applause was received. Mr. Kelly said he has seen some of the group’s 
crucial interventions that have made a difference. He stated It chokes him up to this day when he recalls 
one intervention he was personally involved with. Mr. Kelly stated the group is hosting a hat and mitten 
drive. He stated there is a drop box at the library. He thanked the Council for the recognition.  He said the 
endeavor is a great partnership with Huntington Woods. 

Mayor Pro Tem Dean said she is truly grateful for all of the work Berkley/Huntington Woods Youth 
Assistance does. She acknowledged Betty Smith, who has been involved with the group since 1972. She 
stated the community is fortunate and grateful for the worthwhile work.  

Mr. Kelly Accepted the resolution.  

OATH OF OFFICE:  Oath of Office to newly appointed Public Safety Officer Brianna Berge.  
 
City Clerk Victoria Mitchell administered the Oath of Office to City of Berkley Public Safety Officer 
Brianna Berge.  
 
Public Safety Director Matt Koehn welcomed officer Berge. He stated she was formerly in the military. He 
welcomed her. Director Koehn stated Officer Berge will be going to the fire academy in February.  

Officer Berge thanked the City for this opportunity. 

Mayor Pro Tem Dean said there is an incredible showing of those in the military on the public safety 
department and welcomed officer Berge.  

 
MOTION NO. M-96-19:  Matter of approving the appointments to various Boards and Commissions. 
Councilmember Price moved to approve Motion No. M-96-19 
Seconded by Councilmember Baker 
Ayes: Hennen, Price, Baker, Blanchard, Gavin, and Dean 
Nays: None 
Absent: Terbrack 
Motion Approved. 

 
MOTION NO. M-97-19:  Matter of approving the appointments to the Master Plan Steering 
Committee. 
Councilmember Gavin moved to approve Motion No. M-97-19 
Seconded by Councilmember Baker 
Ayes: Price, Baker, Blanchard, Gavin, Hennen, and Dean 
Nays: None 
Absent: Terbrack 
Motion Approved. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. O-15-19: Matter of considering the Second Reading and Adoption of an 
Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Berkley, Michigan to Add New Article XV, Marihuana 
Businesses, to Chapter 30, Businesses, of the City of Berkley Code of Ordinances to Adopt Local 
Licensing Regulations and Operational Standards for Marihuana Businesses.  (Full copy of this 
ordinance is posted for 10 days at the Berkley City Hall, Library, and Community Center.) 
Councilmember Blanchard moved to approve Ordinance No. O-15-19 
Seconded by Councilmember Price 
Ayes: Baker, Blanchard, Dean, Gavin, Price, and Terbrack  
Nays: Hennen 
Motion Approved. 

 
DISCUSSION: Matter of discussing a draft system for scoring applications for Marihuana Business 
Licenses in Berkley.  
 



Mayor Terbrack stated this is a discussion item and that no formal action would be taken this evening. He 
stated Council seeks feedback. Mayor Terbrack stated actual decision making would take place in 
January. He stated he wants to hear feedback on the MERIT system, no peoples’ business plans.  

City Manager Matthew Baumgarten said Assistant to the City Manager Daniel Hill will be providing the 
presentation.  

Mr. Hill said the MERIT point system has been on the City’s website for prior review. He explained under 
the system, a person receives a given point or does not and no partial points would be given. He stated 
no duplicate points would be given.  

Mr. Hill acknowledged the point system was devised with advanced difficulty in achieving 100% of the 
possible points.  

Mr. Hill went over the basic requirements of the MERIT Point System including detail into each point 
category. The presentation is available on the City’s website. 

Mayor Terbrack asked for feedback from the Council. 

Councilmember Price said her overarching feedback relates to the term, “stakeholders.” She said she 
values the criteria value on stakeholders, disclosing, owner-occupied, etc. …  She wants to know if others 
share the thought that they should bump up the point values of that criteria higher than some of the 
location-related point categories. Councilmember Price said instead of “stakeholders,” the State uses 
“applicant.” She described the terms the State uses. She discussed the State’s definition of “applicant.”  

City Attorney John Staran said he had a good discussion with Ms. Price that day regarding this point. Mr. 
Staran said the use of “stakeholder” is an umbrella term. He described the concern with the State’s 
definition of “applicant” including they don’t want to eliminate anyone who creates a new entity. Mr. Staran 
stated he thinks they could work on the verbiage or possibly add a definition or two. Councilmember Price 
said they are on the same page. She said they want a defined, non-limiting term. 

Councilmember Hennen said he thought they should deprioritize the stakeholder-related point values. He 
explained his rationale, including the stakeholder could leave the business. He further explained his 
position. 

Councilmember Blanchard spoke regarding the eco-friendly 12-point category.  He said they should keep 
the 12 points, but change some terms used for the details that add up to the 12 points. He said he would 
like to add green roofs, etc. He went into further detail on what he would like to equal the 12 points. Mayor 
Terbrack said he does not know if they can encompass all green terms and ideas in this point description.  
Councilmember Hennen voiced concern regarding the mentioned rain barrels. Councilmember Gavin 
agreed.  

Councilmember Baker asked about Councilmember Hennen’s point of a possible switcheroo of the 
applicant vs. owner. Mr. Baumgarten said there is value to address this in the site plan approval process. 
Mr. Staran said there are some aspects of the process that they won’t be able to control or shouldn’t 
control. Mr. Staran continued to address this point. He said if there are changes of a magnitude to cause 
concern, which could trigger a review or careful evaluation at the site plan level with the City. Mr. Staran 
stated aspects of physical development will be baked into the site plan and changes would trigger a site 
plan amendment.  

Councilmember Baker asked about the points in regards to the all-or-nothing approach described in the 
introduction. He asked about the sub numbers on two of the categories. Mr. Baumgarten discussed the 
sub scoring approach. He said they are trying to be very specific. Councilmember Baker said the all-or-
nothing theme should be adjusted if subpoints would be awarded. He further discussed viewpoints on 
other point values assigned to specific categories. He discussed what optics is portrayed by the last item 
on the list. 



Councilmember Hennen said he echoes Councilmember Baker’s thoughts on the last two points. He 
stated he would like to capture some commercial properties that are deeper than others. Councilmember 
Hennen discussed the notion of some sort of distance requirement. Mr. Staran said he agrees that maybe 
the City could capture that variable using depth or distance in lieu of abutting property. 

Mayor Terbrack said the best part of a discussion is that they can work on the matter. He said he would 
like to see the last bullet point increased in points, but he disagrees with his colleagues on the other point. 
He said there are very few opportunities to spur development in other areas of the City than the 
downtown. Mayor Terbrack said he has never gone into the marijuana discussion thinking it would be 
some type of windfall. He said knowing that reality, he would like to use this as a development tool to help 
others areas of the City that are struggling. He said he would like some of these points to significantly 
change the landscape. Mayor Terbrack said he does not want to haggle over a few points, but does not 
want it to fall to the bottom. He said he is just one person. He reiterated that they all agree that these 
proposed businesses not abutting residential property should be worth more points. 

Mayor Terbrack asked about point 24. He went into further detail on this point.  He discussed the possible 
implications of someone with a potential marijuana businesses expecting a windfall, not primarily caring 
about the second business. He asked how they would attack that second use, as he sees it as the 
applicant’s side hustle and marijuana would be their main priority. Mr. Staran said he is not sure of legal 
ramifications. He said they struggled with this internally, especially regarding  the point the mayor is 
raising. Mr. Staran said they don’t want a shell or sham of another business. He said they are looking to 
Council for feedback on this. He thought some ideas could be a minimum square footage requirement, 
minimum sales requirement, etc.  

Mayor Pro Tem Dean said as a businessowner in Berkley, it isn’t always easy. She said she knows what 
it takes to run a business and what point 24 essentially does is ask someone to open two businesses. 
She said she gets the point, but they have to be careful of what they are asking someone to do.  

Mayor Terbrack opened the floor as he doesn’t see this as a long discussion, but rather the beginning of 
the conversation. 

Dan Haberman spoke before Council . He said he felt Councilmember Price brought up a good point of 
owner occupied vs. owner operated. He said he thinks both are important. Mr. Haberman said in regard 
to non-DDA locations, he understands the City wants to increase the outside boundaries of Berkley. He 
urges that this could be an opportunity to reinvigorate the DDA district. He said it could be a help at a time 
when really good businesses have left or are leaving. He discussed design standards and said he is for 
some emphasis there.  

Dan Amori spoke before Council. He asked about the 12 point category.  He said he feels there are about 
10 companies that could be eligible. He said there are about 30 other states that have licensing. He said 
he feels the City should open up to those licensed by other states. He said that could bring in talent. He 
thinks it is a great idea to have points for experience, but open up to other state’s experience. 

Chris Klamkin spoke before Council. He said the actual facts are that crimes go down in dispensaries and 
property values go up. He said there are ways to look at it as a huge benefit to the community. He spoke 
about this in relation to abutting versus depth. He also discussed that there could be some stakeholders 
that don’t want their status with cannabis known. He echoed bringing in out-of-state licensees. He said it 
is his opinion that people from Michigan might not have as much experience as experienced folks from 
out of state. 

Mayor Terbrack said he hopes Mr. Baumgarten and Mr. Hill have somewhat of an idea of the changes to 
make. He asked for further feedback from Council.  

Councilmember Price reiterated her stance of prioritizing stakeholders.   



Councilmember Hennen reiterated his positions. He added it is hard to rank the categories in a particular 
order. He said if point scores started at 50 or 100, the point scores differential becomes less. Mr. Hennen 
said that would take away some of the large disparity from top to bottom. 

Mayor Terbrack said he doesn’t think they are going too far. He agrees they have to spend some time 
thinking about how to fix that secondary business requirement.  

Terbrack thanked everyone for their input. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

COUNCILMAN BLANCHARD: discussed that the Christmas season is one of the worst seasons for fires. 
He wants everyone to be careful. He urges everyone to keep their Christmas trees watered. He asks that 
no one puts Christmas trees by a fire. He also asks that everyone is careful with candles. He urges 
everyone to use common sense for a safe holiday season. 

COUNCILMAN PRICE: stated she attended the Citizens Engagement Advisory Committee. She said 
members reviewed the communications plan. She thanked Torri Mathes for the thoroughness of the plan.  
Councilmember Price said the Committee hopes to compliment the master plan process. She said the 
committee recommended appointing Eileen Steadman as a new member. She said the next meeting is 
Jan. 9th. Councilmember Price said library board meets Wednesday, December 18th. She said upcoming 
programs include Hiking Ecuador on January 9th; Getting Started with Your Genealogy Research on 
January 23rd;  and Aaron Jonah Lewis: Fiddle and Banjo Genius on January 28th. She said the holiday 
lights parade was absolutely wonderful and it was a magical evening.  

COUNCILMEMBER BAKER:  stated the Historical Commission meets in January. He said they did a lot 
of work leading up to the Holiday Lights Parade. He said he noticed a lot of folks going into the museum 
before, during, and after the event. He said the museum is open 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Wednesdays and 2-4 
p.m. Sundays. Councilmember Baker said the Technology Advisory Committee (TAC) meets Wednesday 
January 18th. He said they are working with the historical committee regarding technology needs. He 
provided a quick cyber tip for the holiday season. He explained there is way to set your credit cards to 
notify you when a charge has been incurred on your account. He said that is an immediate way to fight 
fraud. Councilmember Baker said the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) met on December 11th.  
He said members continue to prepare to report the DDA executive opening. He said everyone involved 
with the DDA thanks everyone who participated in Merry Month events. For more details on upcoming 
events, visit Downtownberkley.com.  Councilmember Baker closed with a quote from Charlie Brown. “It is 
not what’s under the Christmas tree that matters, it’s who is around it.” He asked all to spread the holiday 
thoughts to those around us.  

MAYOR PRO TEM DEAN: congratulated officer Briana Berge again on joining the Berkley Public Safety 
Department. She said she was thinking about the Berkley motto, “We Care.” Mayor Pro Tem Dean said if 
you know someone who is alone, go visit. If someone is food insecure, take a meal. She said that we are 
the gifts to each other. Mayor Pro Tem Dean said Open Door talks with her will begin 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 21st at the Library. She invites everyone to come who would like to have a conversation. She stated 
Parks & Recreation tickets are now on sale for upcoming dances. She stated the mother-son dance is 
January 25th and the daddy-daughter dance is January 18th. She said limited space is available for winter 
vacation camp. She urges anyone interested in theses upcoming events to call the Parks & Recreation 
Department for more information. Mayor Pro Tem Dean thanked Cinda Coon and the committee along 
with Lisa Kempner and her group for a fabulous Holiday Lights Parade. She Wishes everyone a happy 
holiday season and all the best in the coming year. 



COUNCILMEMBER HENNEN: stated the Zoning Board of Appeals denied a request for a screened 
porch that would have encroached in a side-yard setback and parking variances for a trailer-mounted MRI 
machine at the Family Video location during its last meeting. 

COUNCILMEMBER GAVIN:  stated the Planning Commission meets tomorrow, December 17th. He said 
the Environmental Advisory Committee and the Coolidge Task Force resume meetings in January. 
Councilmember Gavin said he echoes the previous comments regarding the success of the Holiday 
Lights Parade event. He said there are many blessing to be thankful for. He wishes everyone happy 
holidays. 

CITY MANAGER BAUMGARTEN: announced the Coolidge update meeting open to the public takes 
place 6:30 p.m. December 19th in the public safety conference room. The next day, the Berkley Public 
Library and City Hall will be closed for ALICE training. He said it is a very important skill set to have. Mr. 
Baumgarten said his family also had a great time at the Holiday Lights Parade and he thanked all 
volunteers. He gave a plug for Moonbeams for Sweat Dreams at Beaumont Hospital. He said it is very 
heartwarming. Mr. Baumgarten said it is great to be surrounded by those doing well, but tear producing to 
see the kids shine their lights back. He wished everyone happy, joyous holidays.  

CITY ATTORNEY STARAN: pointed out another community with a banner addressing Councilmember 
Blanchard’s point to keep your Christmas tree watered. He wishes everyone happy holidays and a happy 
new year.  

MAYOR TERBRACK: thanked Mayor Pro Tem Dean for sitting in for him during the beginning of the 
meeting. He said it is his 8-year-old daughter’s birthday today. He gave a shout out to his mother, 
reminding her of the upcoming mother-son dance. He echoed the earlier sentiments that the Holiday 
Lights Parade event is such an enjoyable experience. Mayor Terbrack said it reiterates the fact to his 
children that he knows Santa. He thanked Cinda Coon and Lisa Kempner for their dedication to the event 
every year. He said Cinda is a true warrior. He said this year she tripped and had a little fall, but it didn’t 
even stop her. He said she just made sure everything went off as it should. He thanked all involved again 
and wished everyone in the community a happy holiday season. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Mayor Pro Tem Dean moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:49 p.m. 
Seconded by Councilmember Baker 
Ayes: Dean, Gavin, Hennen, Price, Baker, Blanchard, and Terbrack 
Nays: None 
Motion Approved. 
 

 

 


